iv                                        PREFACE.

headed " Continued Neglect," and the chapter on
"The Silver Question/' have been written for
this volume.

It is pleasing to me to recall the fact, that
after many years of study devoted to Indian
matters, my first opportunity for calling attention
to what has always seemed to me the most im-
portant point ^connection with our rule, was given
me in the Pall Mall Gazette, then edited by my
old friend, and enemy, Mr. Frederick Greenwood.
A series of letters, entitled " Our Greatest Danger
in India," appeared in that newspaper signed "H."
In one of them I criticised the administration of
the Public Works Department in India very
severely. A Committee of the House of Commons
was then sitting to inquire into the management
of that very department. The late Mr. Henry
Fawcett, a member of the Committee, who curiously
enough had been my lecturer in Political Economy
at Cambridge, wrote to Mr. Greenwood and asked
that " H " should offer himself as a witness before
the Committee, seeing that the contributor who
wrote over that initial evidently knew more about
the subject than most of the .officials w^ho had been
examined. As I had never been in India, and